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The Return of 

TALES FRO 
THE CRYPT 


I t's one of the biggest surprises in the world of comics and graphic novel publishing! Shortly 
before the 2007 New York Comic Con, Papercutz announced that we would be publishing 
all-new TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. After more than 50 years, EC Comics' legendary 
flagship title returns with all-new shocking SuspenStories, narrated by the original Crypt- 
Keeper, Old Witch, and Vault Keeper. Each issue will feature two 20-page tales of terror in the 
EC tradition! 

Reactions ranged from excitement -from fans thrilled to see the most famous horror comicbook 
ever return after over fifty years, to shock-that it was to be coming from a publisher primarily 
known for its graphic novels such as Nancy Drew and The Eiardy Boys which contain material 
suitable for all-ages, as the HBO TALES FROM THE CRYPT series certainly contained a fair 
amount of adult content. 

“People forget that the original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, published by the EC 
Comics back in the 50s, was also intended for all-ages, and its primary readership was young 
boys,” Papercutz Fditor-in-Chief Jim Salicrup is quick to point out. But that may be exactly what 
fans find so controversial. The original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics, featuring stories 
dreamed up by EC publisher William M. Gaines and his editor A1 Feldstein, and drawn by 
Feldstein, as well as Graham Ingles, Jack Davis, Jack Kamen, Joe Orlando, Wally Wood, Harvey 
Kurtzman, Bill Elder, Reed Crandall, Johnny Craig, A1 Williamson, George Evans, and colored 
by Marie Severin, started a horror comics craze that soon drew the attention of psychiatrist Dr. 
Frederick Wertham. 

Wertham reacted to horror comics' popularity with children by writing a book called “Seduction 
of the Innocent," which maintained that comics led to Juvenile delinquency and even worse 
behavior. Parents were understandably alarmed, and soon the Senate Subcommittee to 
Investigate Juvenile Delinquency was taking a hard look at comicbooks. EC Comics publisher 

were entertaining stories told in good taste. Ultimately, comicbook publishers adversely affected 
by the negative publicity created the Comics Magazine Association of America which would 
review comics and award a seal of approval to assure parents that the comic’s contents were safe, 

Unfortunately, it was too late for many publishers, as the negative publicity had so hurt sales of 
comics that many comicbook companies went out of business. EC Comics, tried to hang in 
there, but despite canceling their horror comics, and creating new titles such as "Valor” and 
"Psychoanalysis,” only MAD comics, in a new magazine format, survived. 

The question is, was TALES FROM CRYPT really all that bad? “Of course not!" Salicrup insists. 
"Ironically, many of the original stories would be approved by today's revised Comics Code, but 
sure, there were some stories that still wouldn't get by. The point here is that the stories that 
Papercutz will be creating will be aimed at readers age 10 and up. Instead of excessive blood and 
gore, we'll be sticking to the TALES FROM THE CRYPT tradition of stories filled with inter¬ 
esting characters, lots of dark humor, and of course, the trademarked EC "shock" endings!" 

But ultimately it's you who will decide if we succeeded or failed. Send your comments to us at 
salicrup@papercutz.com or to THE CRYPT-KFEPER'S CORNER, PAPERCUTZ, 40 Exchange 
Place, Ste. 1308, New York, NY 10005. We’ll run the most interesting comments in our next 
issue, which is coming your way in Just 60 days. 

When reached for comment, The Crypt-Keeper said, ‘It’s good to be 
and it's about time! Ahahahah!" 
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